
2021 Plowing Match Times

WELCOME BACK!

BIG ROCK BULL RIDING & BRONCMATCH
It started as a “What If ” discussion in 2018 as Bob Raymond presented the 
concept for a fundraising event – professional bull riding at Plowman’s Park. 
And so it began – as part of the Tuff Hedeman Break-Out Series. Big Rock 
Bull Riding was established in 2019 as a sold out event, sidelined in 2020 and 
returned in 2021, selling out in eight days. So, 
a next-day matinee Bronc Match was added. 
This year’s events were held on a perfect weather 
weekend, greeted with cheers and enjoyed by all.

The Association extends a huge thank you to all the sponsors for underwriting the events, to 
Matt Noble and Next Level Productions for producing the events, to all the organizations 
for their partnership, to all the volunteers assisting in a multitude of duties and to everyone 
for attending these events in support of the Big Rock Plowing Match Association. The 
Board thanks Bob Raymond for thinking outside the box, for this “What If ” has been a 
tremendous success.

2021 marks the 127th anniversary of the Big Rock Plowing 
Match & Festival. Held annually since 1895, the Plowing 
Match has been cancelled entirely only five times. 
♦ 1902 due to rain
♦ 1926 due to rain after being postponed 3 times due to 

heavy rains
♦ 1943 and 1944 due to World War II
♦ 2020 due to the Covid-19 Pandemic
The Plowing Match is the reason we gather and continues 
to be the highlight of the weekend. Plowmen and women 
come from near and far, bringing their tractors and plows 
with them to compete across two days. There are classes 
for 15 and younger, a farmers open class, prizewinner class, 
expert plowman class and more, with everyone competing 
to become the Sweepstakes Winner – the one who scores 
the most points over the weekend. Our current reigning 

Sweepstakes winner is Sandra Bullington of Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee.
All the plowing takes place on Davis Field across the street 
from Plowman’s Park, adjacent to the Big Rock Historical 
Society Museum. Stroll over or hop aboard the wagons 
provided by the Historical Society to view the plowing.
Plowman’s Park is host to a festival of events taking place 
from Friday afternoon through Sunday. There is fun for the 
kids, adults, the whole family: in other words for everyone. 
Take a look at the Schedule of Events on page 2 and plan 
to come to the park all three days for fun as you stroll under 
the oaks to enjoy the Craft, Art & Vendor Show; petting 
zoo, Prairie State Railroad Club train rides, exhibits in 
the Junior & Ladies Fair buildings, horse show and much, 
much more. As always, this family friendly festival is free 
for everyone to enjoy. See you there!
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